THE MATTER OF DISCI| PLESHIP

|. THE CALL OF DISCIPLESHIP AND HOW IT RELATES TO THE
CHRISTIAN LIFE

A Theworddisciplemeans"” |earner” andasi ti sa pplie dt o

bel i evers fitident i fiesthosewho rec eivethe  Lord’'s
instructions, appl y thesethingsint heir own lives, and
thenare ableto p asson theseteadin  gstoothersa so (Mk.
1: 16, 17; Mat 11: 28, 29).

B. Thecallo f di scipleshipist 0 becomelike one’s teacher
andinthe caseof the Christianiti s aspiritual
discipline which ¢ omprises one’s et elie (Mat t .

10: 24, 25).

C. Thecallof di scipleship is exten ded to every believ erand
tisa necessary  disciplineino rderto  beinvolved and
usedinthe Lords savwee (11 Pet. 3:18; M
1:17,18).

[I.  THE COST O F DISCIPLESHIP AND WHAT IT DEMANDS OF A
CHRISTIAN

A. Discipleship calls upon us as believers to
forsake everything forCh rist (L k. 14:25-35).

1. This calls upon us to put Christ above all our

possessions  (Lk.12 :34; 14:33; Col. 3: 2). This
means we are to va | ueHm above everything else in

this world. What we possess should be look edup on
as some t hingHe h asentr ustedus withand its houl d
be disp osed ofa s Helea dsan d directsin a manner
whichw ill glor ify Hm (Lk 14: 33).

2. This calls upon us to put Christ before all

other persons (Lk 14: 26; Matt. 10: 37). Thelor d
Jesus used the word hate (Lk. 14:26) asafigure of
speech to show acomparison  of how our | ove for Him
should eclipse all others. This means when the

demands of any others run contrary to what Christ

says orisinc onflict with what He wants us to do

we should give Him pre -em nence and doHi s wll (Lk .
1:38; Jn. 2:7; Acts 5:29).

3. This calls upon us to put Christ above
ourselves and our own aspi rati ons (LK.
14: 26). Thisme answe shouldbe wilin g to give



up whatever things the Lord would require of us
and this inc | udes alsoo ur own liv esifi t
shoul db e accordingtoH is will

B. Discipleship calls upon us as believers to take up
a personal cross forCh rist (Lk. 9:23,24).

1. This cross has been misunderstood by some to
mean the bearing of some kind of burden such as
a disease or putting up with dif fe re nt peopl e
orci rcums ances.

2. The cros s we’'re called uponto bear as
discipl esof thelLord Jesusison e ofdying
daily to our own sinful desires and the
sinful things in our lives in order to serve
the Lord (Lk. 14:27; Rom. 6:11-13; [ Cor.

15: 31).
C. Discipleship calls upon us as believers to
follow after Christ (Lk. 14:27).
1. This involv esob edi ence toHi swil | (Lk.
6:46; Acts 9: 6; Eph 5:17; Col. 1:9)
2. This invol ves staying in fe | 1 owship with Him
(Jn. 15:4,5; l Jn. 1:7; 3:6).

3. This involves having a desire to please Him
in everything we do and judging everything in
the light of bringing glory and h onortoHIm(
Cor. 6: 19,2 0; 10:31).

1. THE CATEGMRIES OF DISCI PLESHIP AND WHAT THE EVIDENCE
INACH RISTI AN'S LIFE

A. Sone disciples of the Lord may be classi fied as
nom nal di sciples or those in nane only. The
mg ority oft hose who followed the Lord Jesus were
of this kind. T heywer e caught upinth e excitement
and curiosity of His mracul ous wok s andth ey
follo wed H mbecause oft hel oaves or tor eceive
sone kind ofte mporal benefits (Jn. 6:25-27).
Nominal discip | es maygoaways andseem to be genuine
but when the excitement wanes and they are called
uponto payth ec ostof real disc i pleshipthey wil I
tummba ckan d wilt,away |ik et he seedu pons toney
ground( Matt. 13:5,6; 20,21; Jn. 6:60-66).

B. Sone disciples of the Lord may be classi fied as
falsedisciples. The difference between these and



nominal disciples is none spi rituall y forth eyar e
bot h | ost. But unl i ken ominal dis ci ple s, who turn
back when demands are placed upon them, these

disciples appear to be genuine believers because

they are joined with other beli everse ven int ryin g
tme s (Jn. 6:70 , 71). Theyare willi ngt o payth e
cost of discipleship seemingly but they do so out of

a wrong motive in their hearts. This category of

disciples like Judas Iscariot is oftentimes

difficult to discern but they can be knownbyth e
fruits they be ar (I Cor. 11:13-1 5; Matt. 7: 15-2 0;
NP et 2:1-3,1 2-22; Jude 4). These di scip | es will
one day be separ ated from the real disciples and

rejected by the Lord (Matt.  7:21-23). These a re
the tares sown amayg real belie vers whowi Il be
upr oot ed byt he Lord andbo und to be burned (Matt.
13:24-30).

C. Some disciples of the Lord are of course genui ne and
they are readil y respons ivea ndd esirous todo the
Lord’s wil | what ever it mayinvo | ve. They are

willing to pay the cost of discipleship because they
love the Lord and want to glorify Him in whatever
way t hey can. The se are thedi sciplesof thelo rd
who arere ally usedinH is service and produceth e
ki nd offr uits thatgl orifyH im. These disciples
have a definite mark of identification upon them
(In. 13:34,3 5).
D. Other disciples of the Lord may be genuine but they are
either
immature or carnal and need to grow. Until these kind
of disciples give themselves to follow the Lord they
will produce little fruit wh ichwil I glorif yt he Lord
andt heywill be usedvery littl ein Hsservice. In
their present condit ion theymayb e doi ng great
detri mett o those withoutC hris tan d bringi ngr eproach
uponth e nameand theworko f the Lord( Cor. 1:11;
3:3; Bh 4:4:17-32; I Tim 2:19-21). Therei s a
bi gdifferenceb etweens onshi pa nd di sciple ship.

IV. THE CHALLENGE OF DISCIPLESHIP AND WHAT IT OFFERS
THE CHRISTIAN WHO ACCEPTS IT

A. Thedisciples oft he Lordsh ould consid erw hatt he
outcomeorr esults wll bei fth ey failt o follow
througha st heysh ould (L k. 14:28- 35). ThelordJes us
gave three par able s topoint out whatwould  happen. The vy
would be ridiculed (28-30). It wouldbe a foolishac t
(31-32). Such indi vid ual swould notb e fruitful
(34, 35).



Thosewho foll owt he Lordan dbe coneli keHimthrough
di scipleship will beusedo ft heL ord i nwaysw hic h
woul d ot herwis ebe inpossible( Acts 9:1; Rom 9:1-3).

Ds ciples of theL ordw ill beth e greatestb le ssing
too thers thatpe oplecanbeinthis world
(Prov. 11: 30) .

Ds ciples of theLordw ill producef ruitswhic hwi Il
re mai n and glorfythe lod (Mk 1:1 7).

Ds ciples of theLordw ill bela yingupe ternal
tr easuresi n heaven (Mk. 10:2 1).

Ds ciples of theL ordm ayha ve tri bulationsbu tth e
Lordwi IIb e glori fi edina ndth rough theirl ives and
bl essin gswilla Iways coneouto fi t (Jn. 16:33; Acts
16).



